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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SPECIAL ifiii ARMY 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


12 July 19^9 


Noto to. ETIITf 63 

By: Kenneth W. Ilochlor 

Major, Infantry (Res) 


No record in German was made at the time of this oral intarview, 
inasmuch as Lt. Uerrlam took notes in English on the remarks of General 
Hamer as they ware translated by the interpreter. Lt. Merriaa then used 
his dn t iiah notes as the basis for this reoort which he Drepared after 
tne comnlation of tae oral interview. 

Inis was the only oral or written interview which Lt. Herrins had 
concerning matters other tnar. the Ardennes Offensive. From previous 
readin s on the 20 July 19hii plot, Lt. Herriam was particularly interested 
in collecting details on this affair, *ith the possible hope that he 
might later oufclish a book or magazine article devoted tc the German 
story behind this plot. 

(The first paragraph of the above is based on a genera’ knowledge of the 
way in which Lt. *erriam o jeratedj tn.e second aaragraoh is based on 
wnat Lt. Merriam told me personally.) 
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‘ oroworo. 


This 1 nterview is one of a a aria a conducted by the 
Historical lection, ST003 A, and its successors. Unfortunately, only a 
typed record in i&aglish is available for editing. Tt is not known 
whether a record in Goman was made at the tine of the Interview, nor, 
if one was made, C an the accuracy of the translation be determined . 
Therefore, no absolute guarantee can be given as to the authenticity and 
completeness of detail of this version of the interview. Only obvious 
errors in spelling, punctuation, and j^rswsatical construction have been 
corrected. All parenthetical statements, except those of the interviewer 
and editor, which arc identified as such , are as they appear in the 
available record. 
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STHIST 63 -1- 

X, After fiv» fHri of fighting with P* Sir 'TSrwadaatacb-- 
laad," in Franco, the Balkan*, and 2u*ala, I was brought Sack to Berlin 
for a root, and woo given eoewand of tho Jlonor Batt ali on gu a rdin g the 
Government headquarters. Prior to thin coranand, I had boon acting com- 
mander of a pansier gronadlor regiment In P* Div "Grosadeutachiand." Tid a 
Wach (Guard) Bn, bssldus haying the mission of protecting tho Ooverment , 
also represent**! the An:/ In Berlin. 

2. 'Iher I assumed ccjrwnand of the Battalion, my predecessor 
■warned no to be on guard because on s'.ohmacht f ay in Z'U ': ( s«r*et iiae during 
Gardh), a putsch had boon attempted against the Government but had boon 
nippofi in the ^>uri . \iy predecessor further sta ted that this putsch had 
never been disclosed , not even to Goebbola, because it was thought it 
’would be better not to disturb the nation by lotting it be known that an 
attempt had be*jn made to overthrow the Fuehrer. I iaanod lately recognised 
the responslblli ties of nf position, especially in view of th*- fact that 
at that Liao »o had over a million foreign workers in Borlin, a nd that, if 
any revolution did start, these j>eople would be a very great nonace. 

?. . Aa part of the piano for the oof jww of the Borlin area, 
we hod two mobilisation nchones already prepared, both of which involved 
use of tho iiop lacon e a t Ansy in Berlin, be i*mi code word s for tho 
eventuality of either an *tn<,ny crossing of the border or of an Internal 
r«volution| upon receipt of these respective code names, I immediately va» 
to mob ills# tgy unit far action, "Sneisanau" was the cade cane for as 
internal revolution. 
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About 1500 on TO *0, 14, 1 received s telejfc*** 
giving the cod# word "Giwlseneu.* This call ew fro* the Offlo# of tho 
Military C «u*ter In Berlin, 0« Ton Hase#i I »« ordered to iwport to 
hin insediately. I arrived at tho CoBMsnder** office rad ftnad 0 
of general offloera and other high perooaagoo already aeeesfcled there. 

When I entered the rocw, I noticed that the 0-3 (]£* ***** 14 *" tl ~ 

fiod) appeared WJ pale Rrvi that apparently a ner -an by the aere of 
,on Htjeeee* had replaced hi*. The alaeoephere me very Ui*. I M toW 
that the Fuehrer had died by accident, that a revolution had Mean «*i* 
that the executive powers had passed to the Any, and that I mm to felocJt 
off a certain district of the C3ovem*ent agencies so that l» <*• could g*t 


in or Oit. 


5. That statenent, conbined with the 


of the 


atmsphere and the warning ay predecessor had given **, put *• on *»ard» 
To alleviate ray doubt, I asked Gen von Haese the following six question*! 
(1) la the Fuehrer dead? 

(o) Where is the revolution? I saw none as I «*• to 
your headquarters fro* nine. 

(3) Are the revolutionist* foreign worker*? 

(/*.) Why has the executive power passed to the Amy 
rather than the Araad Forces (Wehrraecht)? 

(5) T Fho is the successor to Hitler? 

(6; Who ha* signed the orders giving control to th# 
Amy? 

6. I received no satisfactory answers to these questions. 
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However, I returned to ay Battalion and lrroariiataly called a conference 
of officer* at which I ordered a ring placed around the Government 
build live o, and gave instructions that no on* was to accept any orders un- 
less they wars given by as personally. The entire situation looked 
suspicious to me, but I did not know what was going on. 

7. Although ths ring was placed around the Oo ve rtwacnt 
buildings, it was not, complete because the subway had not been cut off, 
nor had cowaunl cations been cut. The Array Headquarters had been told that 
an Obatlt Wolter would be down to assist rae in these technical matters . 

When this officer arrived, he irsaed lately said that I need net be afraid 
of hira, that he was not a spy. This eade am extremely suspicious because 
I could not understand why he would think I would regard hira as a spy un- 
less something unusual was going on. 

8. After the meeting of ray officers, one of ray lieutenants, 
named Hagen, called rae aside and Kid that he wished to report that he had 
seen Genfldra von Breuchitsch in the streets. He expressed extreme surprise 


at this as Von Brauchitsch had been retired for some tins and ns not 
often seen in Berlin. The lieutenant suggested that he contact a man for 
whom he worked prior to hie entrance into the Array. He said this nan was 
not one of the "master mce n and might be able to give same suggestions an 


the situation. I sent hira to see this former employer of his. 

9* After we formed the ring around the Gove rnm ent buildings, 
I was ordered to watch particularly the section near the railroad station, 
which was where the security police war* located. A short time later, as 
Iks moving through the streets, I spotted an Obot Schaefer, who* I 
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aiHIHT 63 

as on© of the Man aentdoned by my predecessor as being in- 
volved in the 1943 putsch. ( Interviewer *s Note ; Genr-a j >$eeer said that 
Schaefer was not arrested at the tine of the 1943 putsch because the 
.-ovamaent wanted to keep the attempt a secret, Schaefer had tastod the 
harjd of the conspirator* in the 1943 putsch by ccminp; to Genoa j earn er f t 
predecessor and asking him what the situation was.' T i at er learned that 
Schaefer ms to take command of my Honor Guard Battalion. 

2-0, A short time later, I was called again to the office of 
tbs military Coewi&nder where I was told that Goebbels was to be arrested 
and that I ms the man to do it. I said that I did nrt wish to nake the 
arreet because Goebbels had been the protector of the P* Dlv "Crossdeutseh- 
land" and that I had an allegiance to bin. It finally was agreed that 
some of the Military Police would nake this arrest. 

11. When I returned to joy headquarters, I found Lt Hag en 
mating for »e. He had seen his fo riser employer who in turn had sent hi* 
to see Goebbels . He had spoken briefly with Goebbels, who did net believe 
the ^acts presented to him until ha had seen so m armored vehicles driv in g 
around outside. Goebbels then sent Hagen back to see m with wad that 
apparently a ailitary putsch was intended and that I was to report to hi*. 

IP. I went with Hagen to sue Gen von hasse, and there I had 
the lieutenant relate his visit with Goebbels. At the conclusion of this, 

I asked Von Haaee if I might go to see Goebbels, which he forbade n* to do. 
Because I felt, that Von Basse did not seen to be aware of the situation and 
because after considerable reasoning with Myself I decided that Goebbels, 
in the position as Commissioner of Defense for Berlin, ma in reality My 
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superior, I finally decided that I should go to ses him despite the fact 


that Von Hass© had refused my request. 


13* I went, to Goebbels' office and was immediately ushered 


in to see him. Before I had gone in, I had told a group of agr mm 1 had 
brought with ae that if I were not back in 20 minutes they should case 


up to get ne. I did this because I did not fully trust Goebbels and 


wanted to make sure that he was not also involved . 


14. I was imsiod lately admitted to Goebbels* office and the 


first question that he asked me was, "Are you a Has! officer?" I told 


him that I had taken ry oath to the Fuehrer and that I intended to keep 


it even if he were dead. Goebbeis then said, "V-hat do you knew about the 


situation? w I told his what I had previously heard, and he said that this 


could, not be true because he had talked to the Fuehrer over the telephone. 


I then asked Goebbels if he were behind the Puahrerj he reached out his 


hand and gave ma his word of honor that he was. Then Goebbels asked 


what I had done and I told him as iruch as I thought it was advisable to 


tell] I wa;< still not absolutely certain that Goebbels was loyal. I told 


hia that I wanted to talk with the Fuehrer to ascertain for ayeelf that 


he was still alive. Hs said this could be arranged .and in three minutes 


I was talking with the *M«#hrer , Ha said to ne, *Vow we haw the criminals 


and saboteurs o r the la stem Front, Only a f mi officers arc involved and 


ko will eliminate th«e : froa the rooU. Yw &ra placed in a historic 


position. You are responsible to uao your head. You are under ty camBsand 


until iliaralsr arrives to take over the Replacement Ary. Do you under- 


stand ae?« 
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At th# end of the conversation, Soring, who was present, a*«d m what 


th* Fuehrer had said and I rslatad ths conversation in substance. I 
also told Goerlng that I had imdiately confirmed ths actual situation 
to the Andes (Wt ??) moving toward Berlin and that I would inform 

nenpoaj von Haase of the situation and do ev e r yt hing I could to prevent 
unnecessary bloodshed. 

15. By this time, a tank fomaUon had been alerted and was 
asaer.bling in the Berliner Plats. Although this group thought that I was 
with the revolution, I was able to get in touch with then Just in tine to 
prevent any bloodshed . I then assumed oomand of the tardea and used then 
to help prevent any shots being fired. Six officers to whan I spoke 
believed m« when I eaid Hitler was alive and that I knew what to do. I 
called on the Replacement Army to send additional people. Previously, 
Goerlng had eaid he wa 3 going to call out the S3, but I told hi* that they 

should keep the SB out of this, that it was an Amy job and they should 
let us finish it. 

16. At this time, there was a report of some shooting and I 
was ordered to block the sector where the brains of the putsch were 
sup-jxjaed to be. Although the new government had placed troops frun a 
panser unit around this Brea, I was able to talk with then in tine to 
effect their withdrawal. llben I went to the area of the shooting which 
had boon reported by Soaring, I saw Gen Proem (Eds Genobst Friedrich 
'Vows; of the Replacement krmj. I said to hi*, "You are a man from the 
P* Dir "Grosadeutsc^darsd . " What are your orders?" At the sum tlae 
^Itenbrunnar, Chief of the Gestapo (at: probably Ogruf Dr Erast 
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' alt enbrursner , Chief of Security Police and Security Service), also cane 


and shortly thereafter Himler arrived} the crisis had passed. 


17. I will now relate to you the happenings at the Hinder- 


block, which X have heard only frost people who were there. Count von 


Stauffenberg, who had placed the boob in Hitler’s Headquarters, which was 


in Rastenburg at that tie®, believed that Hitler wee dead because he had 


successfully placed the bomb, heard the explosion, and gotten away* Von 


Stauffenbsrg returned to Berlin by airplane , but, typical of the rsar.taIJ.ty 


of the plotters, had neglected to arrange for a car to root his at the 


airport. An a result, he had to wait an hour for transportation into tows. 


IB. Von Stauffenberg went to the Binderhioek, where, with 


Genobst Hoepner and others, he tried to play at revolution. At this tine. 


Gen Frocm tried to arrest Stauffanberg, but instead was arrested himself 


by the Military Police, (cidi As this officer can be identified as Genobst 


Friedrich From, Genraaj Rawer ? s account of his actions that follow is 


confusing. As Genobst Fraess was executed 14 4&y 45 for port icipati on ir* 


tho plot, it can only be assured that either he was executed for a crime 


of which he «&s innocent or, seeing that ths plot was doomed to failure. 


decided to try to save himself by turning on his fellow coriapiratora.) 


At this point, From requested Von Brauchitach to come to the Buxierblock „ 


Von Brauchitach had been asked to participate in ths Putsch, but he was 


not interested and had returned to his home. The noamander of WShrkreis 


III, Gen von Kortafloisch, was also invited to participate, and 


arrestee! when he refused to take part. 
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19. The entire thing was very naive. Telephone* were in- 


tact and neither the populace nor the Array was against Hitler. If the 


plot had been successful, Hitler and the Kuala would have bee new greet 


ss&rtyra rather than die the death they now have suffered. 


20. Gen von Kcrtaflaiseh made a great deal of trouble when 


ha was arrested | he went soasowh&t crazy, and threw ink wslla and other 


things £rr«jnd the room. !f!hen this fracas atari-ad, it attracted the 


attention of geaur&l officers on the floor above, and these officers 


amsd thansolves and care down to free Von Kortxflci scVi nad 


. Vfhen 


this was ncccwpliahed, Gen Frosas Irtaediately held a oourt-fs&rtial an the 


spot and j<>n-,enc«d to death seven of the persona Involved in the plot. 


These officers were shot in the courtyard by some of my soldiers, with 
t>b* lights of automobiles. illuminating the courtyard. Among those 


iaaediately shot was Count von Stauffenberg. Gen Beck, the for ser Chief 


of the General Staff, was allowed to kill himself. Genobet aospaer «a 


allowed to live toiporarily because they thought ho had much mors inf car**- 


nation an the plot. Confldm von Tfitaleben, being of superior rank to 


Gun Froraa who headed the court-martial , could not be shot) however, he 


later was hanged. 


21# In my opinion the brains of the Putsch rests with Count 


von Stauffenberg. 
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SECRET 


INTERROGATION REFORT No 34 


I. Cover and Deception Prior to the ARDENNES' Offensive 



This report ^as prepared in answer to USFET Inter- 
rogation Brief No 3> dated 1.3 July 1945. 

Preamble . Generalma jor Otto Ernst REBIER , source for 
the answers to this questionnaire, is the Taj or RLNER, 
formerly in command of the ’"achhataillon in BERLIN, who was 
instrumental in checking the military follow-through of 
the 20 July 1944 plot against HITLER’S life. He assumed 
command of the Fuehrer Begleit Brigade (Brigade RNNZER) 
shortly before the xJtDENNES offensive. 

The Fuehrer Begleit Brigade left RLSTLN3URG, Ost- 
preussen, about 25 November for TAINT, (Eifel) (GSGS 4346/ 

N 51/ L 3577) and “as first committed in the ST VI TH area 
(GSGS 4042/6/? S3), whence ' advanced towards LAROCHE 
(GSGS 4042/6/? 47). r. 27 T sc ember Brigade RE3SER ' r as 
committed west of 3.. 3 TOG 013 (GSGS 4042/6/ ? 55) in order to 
secure German positions in this sector. 

Brigade REFER was composed of the following elements 
at the start of the ARDENNES offensive: 

Flak Abteilung 

Grenadier Bataillon 1 (3F”) 

Grenadier Bataillon 2 (Blot) 

Grenadier Bataillon zbV 928 (later Grenadier 
Bataillon 3) 

Artillerie Abteilungj 
Panzer xibteiluns 

Heeres Sturmgeschuetz Abteilung 200 
Panzer Regiments Stab 
Nachrichten Abteilung 
Feld Ersatz Abteilung 

Answers to the Questionnaire . 

1. That security measures were adopted by German 
unit commanders between the time they received 
initial orders concerning the ARDENNES of- 
fensive and 16 December lg44? 

a. Radio security . From the arrival of the 
Fuehrer Begleit Brigade in the west in early 
December 1944 until the commitment of the brigade on 18 
December 1944, the ur.*t kept a strict radio silence. 

There were no exercises with radio-communication set?. 

Even the use of nrivate radio sets at lowest level was 
prohibited . 

b. False radio traffic . Although the Brigade 
REBIER used no false radio traffic, some was employed by 
higher echelons. 

c . Security of troon move... ants to avoid identi - 
fication by aircraft . Before and during the offensive all 
troop movements were executed by night or in unfavorable 
flying weather. 

SECRET 
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SECRET 


INTERROGATION REPORT No 34 


I* Qovsr and De ce pt ion Prior to the ...El'VTTlS Offensive 
(Continued ) • — 


In clear weather only sin-ole vehi-cles -'ere remitted to 
travel on roads, f.n order was issue'! that convoys which 
had hauled supplies t ;■ the front during the night should 
travel during daylight in. an enst-arG direction in order 
to deceive the enemy by facin' 7 a —ithdrawal of trooos 
froni tne front lines, leuicles, particularly tracked 
armored vehicles, -ere parked in •'•roods outside of terms. 

,AA defenses -ere passive, ore only in case of an air attack 
on military targets rere they to open fire. ... 


Special cure —as tak 
in tens. Traces . n': 
or ffiarci.ing of larce bod i 
of road -markers arm s imn- 
roads -as prohibited ; uni 
billets. Inly during act 
posted , sho— ing the names 
identification. Road cor 
strict, and roads cculf b. 
accordance with a schecul 1 
mere painted over. Turin; 
way flatcars, camouflage ! 
such a -ay that they coni; 
as tanks. 


:er to enforce camouflage discipline 
:e • 'ere removed, and the assembly 
es of men was prohibited. The use 
■ osts ty- units in villages or on 
t markers -ere not displayed on 
ual road marches could markers be 
i of commanding officers as unit 
■trol by military police —as very " 
•e used by unit convoys only in 
.e. —11 v:. J cle bumper markings 

■G the transport of tanks on rail- 
had to conceal the vehicles in 
d not be recognized from the air 


Supply dumps of all kinds -are dispersed very skill- 
fully in forests, especially pine -oods. Roads leading to 
and from supply installations were -idened to ave.il traffic 
jams. RE trains nr-ar t- e . nano of operations were -cent 
in tunnels or in -oods during daylight. The unloading of 
trains -as srread over many small stations, and facilities 
-ere prepare ‘ -a hw . ’-eadir.g could be dope very quickly. 
Rotor vehicles could drive only to within 10 km of the front, 
artillery, ammunition, and bridge-building equipment was 
moved by horse-drawn vehicles the last 10 km. 


At night, strict blackout discipline 


maintained . 


..any el' these see tty- measures had been 30? in 
the ehrmn out for so— time however, during the period in 
4ues + icn srecisj. can; as taken to insure strictest enforce- 
ment of these rules. 


d . Issuance of de 
officers . .. 1.1 preparations 

fully concealed from tactics, 
troops. Ru .ors —ere spread 
concentrations -ere -w can oar 
Allied attack from north of 
given to small oroups of off 
the importance of each unit' 
as possible before the start 
uls { Terminka lender ) was a to 
for Corps oo:i:and o rs, D minus 
•manders , 1) mi mas six days; f 
D minus one day 7 . Before the 
to secrecy, and told that vi 
death. 
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y oo hoi 
the ;!.• 
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s v.issi: 

of the 
ronimotc 
eight c 
o'r 1 o— e: 

brief ir 
olation 


ors only t 
fensive —o 
no. as -ell 
that the 
off an exo 
Crientet 
oiuled ecc 
erm held 
Pensive . 
as folio— 
for div 
: he Ion uni 
each offi 
old be nun 


o senior 
re care- 
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acted 
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t commanders, 
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SECRET 

IT; TERR CO, ,TI0T T REPORT Ho 54 


I.. Cover ana Deception Trior to the ..RrETTTTuS Offensive 
( Continued) 


RET.IER himself took part in t-o brief inrs and 
'sand table exercises. The first one took r l"ci at Cor»'-s 
headquarters arproxi -utoly eight days before the start of 
the offensive. He foes net re-mo .i’’- • -hi eh corps it -ns. 
Here he -as informed about his mission for the first tine. 
The second brief inn —as held at headquarters of I ml 
KRHEGER's XLVIII Corps. 

The follo-in m nrobleus "ere discussed: .movement into 
assembly and jumrinm-of f areas ; arti.llary - ositions and 
ammunition sut-lj ; - J isnor ition of -leionts not taking part 
in the attack; lOvvant of or i d oo-bui l" inn on nip- ■■■nt; 
method of attack for units t r -kln~ part in th- ,ju .0- off 
(shock troops testin' for — - nk snots, •■to'i ; su’-.’-ly of re- 
inforcements; ’-mlin-- "ith pockets of resistance in over- 
run areas; s u n n 1 i -■ s . 

Ho notes could be taken d tirin' the brief in-, and naps 
and orders use 1 hem collected »..-air. at the, end of the 
meeting, llissions and problo ms "hich can- u- curing the 
exorcises could be referred to or or.rloycd onl: indirectly 
in discussions "ith other officers nr in the training of 
troops. Crd • rs , 'noth -rift - end verbal, mans , .-tc, could 
be handled only by a leaieo- officer especially assigned 
to this ,iob. Durin-' troop mover -nts or on the march into 
the assembly .area, nothing could bo disclosed t o the . . >n, 
and only one cay Vfore the commitment "ere they informed 
about their mission. 

e. C ensor ship , Shortly before and during a 
move by rail, no letters or other connuni cut! 0 ■ 3 could be 
sent by the troops , and censorship of mail in n ral "as 
tightened before' tic- start of the :” msiv-:. froo :,s "ere 
strictly forbidden to use th: civilian costal system, or 
to telephone , and only letters containin' merer- 1 infor- 
mation --ord passed bv th: corns- 'rs . Tb - civilian -ostal 
system "as also placed ui'-r c nr: a~s;M . 

f . Tyne ; a l s ecurit y in id ocfrinn tion of indivi - 
duals . Th-r -ns n a '’am-- in th~ ^eo. ' ar^ sub.i act matter 
of the security lector : 3 Usually -iron to troop.- . y their 
unit command - rs ; ho- ever, th. s ■ lacture-s " r miv -n more 
frequently during the -'-riod before- the start of the: i-i ten- 
sive . Those sessions also - err uc -1, RE .EE state.? , for the 
deliberate s treading of false ru-ers. 

2 . Give- g -' tails c one 'rrir.g tl- eov- -ant of troops 
immed lately p rior to f ' .ETEEdTS offensive. 

a. Tim-" and -lac- pf d : nur ture . dh-a -ri-'-ado 
RET.IER loft the area of R..ST.. . , T ’fpr-ussen, by ER on 

25 and 26 Hove mb-, r L T f44 ; i • q-pnprised only units of the 
Brigade stationed in t - - vicinity of R..3TETH TTRG. 
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I. Cover and Dece ption Prior to the ARDENNES Offensive 
(Continued) 


b . Time and place of arrival . The units 
mentioned in a~ above arrived in the area of DATJTT (Aifel) 

( GSGS 4346/iv 51/L 3577), on 29 and 30 November 1944. The 
following units arrived in the DAUN area in, the order listed 
below, during December, the 'last one arriving 15 December 1944: 

x^rtillery Abteilung (newly activated) 

Heeres Sturmgeschuetz ..bteilung 
Panzer ..bteilung 
Panzer Regiments Stab 

c. Method of transportation. Transportation mas 
by rail, save for a fe~ : small motor convoys. 



TJND L 


Major, Infantry 
Commanding 


DI5TRIBUTI ON: 


Third US Army Distributions ''A" and ”H" plus 

Conies 

AC of S, G-2, Hq USFET, A?0 757, US '-rmy 15 

Theater Interrogation Center, AP0 7 57, US Armv 1 
AC of S, G-2, Seventh US Army, AP0 755, US Army 3 
Seventh US Army Interrogation Center, AF0 753, 

US Army 1 

AC of S, G-2, Enclave Military District, „^P0 29, 

US Army 2 

Enclave Military District Interrogation Center, 

AP0 29, US Army 1 

AC of S, G-2, Captured Personnel and Materiel 
Branch, MIS Tar Department, Pentagon Bldg, 
Washington 25, DC 4 

OSS Mission for Germany (Attn CID) , AP0 655, US 

Army 5 

BGS (I) 21 Army Group (Main) BLA 12 

!JS Group Control Council, Intelligence Section, 

Attn: Haj MS Eakin, AP0 742, US Armv 10 

AC of S, G-2, US liq Berlin District, AP0 755 , 

US Army 2 

Berlin District Interrogation Center, A F0 755, 

US Army 2 

AC of 3, G-2, Me US . orces , Austria, APT 77 7 , 

US Army 5 
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